
COURT’S INSTRUCTIONS TO JURY PANEL (BEFORE VOIR DIRE) 
(As Amended August 27, 2024) 

 
Tex. R. Civ. P. 226a. INSTRUCTIONS TO JURY PANEL AND JURY 
 
The court must give instructions to the jury panel and the jury as prescribed by order 
of the Supreme Court under this rule. 
 
Approved Instructions 
That the following oral instructions, with such modifications as the circumstances 
of the particular case may require, shall be given by the court to the members of the 
jury panel after they have been sworn in as provided in Rule 226 and before the voir 
dire examination: 
 
Members of the Jury Panel: 
Thank you for being here. We are here to select a jury. Twelve [six] of you will be 
chosen for the jury. Even if you are not chosen for the jury, you are performing a 
valuable service that is your right and duty as a citizen of a free country. 
 
Before we begin: Turn off all phones and other electronic devices. While you are in 
the courtroom, do not communicate with anyone through any electronic device. Do 
not record or photograph any part of these court proceedings, because it is prohibited 
by law. 
 
If you are chosen for the jury, your role as jurors will be to decide the disputed facts 
in this case. My role will be to ensure that this case is tried in accordance with the 
rules of law. 
 
Here is some background about this case. This is a civil case. It is a lawsuit that is 
not a criminal case. The parties are as follows: The plaintiff is __________, and the 
defendant is __________. Representing the plaintiff is __________, and 
representing the defendant is __________. They will ask you some questions during 
jury selection.  But before their questions begin, I must give you some instructions 
for jury selection.  
 
Every juror must obey these instructions. You may be called into court to testify 
about any violations of these instructions. If you do not follow these instructions, 
you will be guilty of juror misconduct, and I might have to order a new trial and start 
this process over again. This would waste your time and the parties’ money, and 
would require the taxpayers of this county to pay for another trial. 



 
These are the instructions. 

1. To avoid looking like you are friendly with one side of the case, do not mingle 
or talk with the lawyers, witnesses, parties, or anyone else involved in the 
case. You may exchange casual greetings like “hello” and “good morning.” 
Other than that, do not talk with them at all. They have to follow these 
instructions too, so you should not be offended when they follow the 
instructions. 

 
2. Do not accept any favors from the lawyers, witnesses, parties, or anyone else 

involved in the case, and do not do any favors for them. This includes favors 
such as giving rides and food.    
 

3. Do not discuss this case with anyone, even your spouse or a friend, either in 
person or by any other means [including by phone, text message, email 
message, chat room, blog, or social networking websites such as Facebook, 
Twitter, or Myspace]. Do not allow anyone to discuss the case with you or in 
your hearing. If anyone tries to discuss the case with you or in your hearing, 
tell me immediately. We do not want you to be influenced by something other 
than the evidence admitted in court. 

 
4. The parties, through their attorneys, have the right to ask you questions about 

your background, experiences, and attitudes. They are not trying to meddle in 
your affairs. They are just being thorough and trying to choose fair jurors who 
do not have any bias or prejudice in this particular case.  
 

5. Remember that you took an oath that you will tell the truth, so be truthful 
when the lawyers ask you questions, and always give complete answers. If 
you do not answer a question that applies to you, that violates your oath. 
Sometimes a lawyer will ask a question of the whole panel instead of just one 
person. If the question applies to you, raise your hand and keep it raised until 
you are called on. 
 

Do you understand these instructions? If you do not, please tell me now. 
 
The lawyers will now begin to ask their questions. 
 

 

 


